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The Mobile Health Truck arrives in Dripping Springs.
PHOTOS SUBMITTED BY EDWIN REYES

Above left: Owner of First Medical Response, Edwin Reyes, receives a shipment of Moderna 
vaccines. Center: Phoenix Jackson prepares Moderna vaccines, pictured on right. 

Harper, age 5, makes a snow cone and declares it as tasting “just like a popsicle!” PHOTO BY 
STEFFANY DUKE

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE DRIPPING SPRINGS 
VISITORS BUREAU
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As the COVID-19 
vaccine rollouts continue 
in Texas, one Dripping 
Springs company is hitting 
the pavement to deliver as 
many vaccines as possible to 
their neighbors. Through its 
mobile vaccination clinic, 
First Medical Response of 
Texas (FMR) has been able 
to administer nearly 400 
vaccines in Dripping Springs 

New restrictions took 
effect in Hays County 
Monday, Jan. 11, following 
seven consecutive days 
of rising COVID-19 
hospitalizations. As outlined 
in Governor Abbott’s 
Executive Orders GA-31 
and GA-32, bars must close, 
elective surgeries may need 
to be rescheduled and many 
businesses must reduce their 
occupancy to 50 percent.

What is Executive Order 
GA-32?                                                                       

Governor Abbott’s 
Executive Order GA-32, 
which went into effect on 
October 14, 2020, states 
that when a Texas Trauma 
Service Area (TSA) has a 
high hospitalization rate, 
any business establishment 
that was operating at 75 
percent occupancy limit 
must rollback to a 50 
percent occupancy limit.

Hays County is in 
TSA Region O, which 
also includes Bastrop, 
Blanco, Burnet, Caldwell, 
Fayette, Hays, Lee, Llano, 
San Saba, Travis, and 
Williamson counties. 
Region O has experienced 
a steady increase in people 
hospitalized due to the 
COVID-19 virus.

“A high hospitalization 
rate is defined in the Order 
as seven consecutive days 
in which the number of 

COVID-19 hospitalized 
patients as a percentage of 
the total hospital capacity 
exceeds 15 percent,” said 
Hays County Health 
Department Director 
Tammy Crumley.

Region O’s hospitalization 
rate surpassed 15 percent 
on Sunday, January 3, 
2021, and has increased 
since then. A rollback has 
not yet been mandated 
but is anticipated due to 
the increase in COVID-19 
cases and hospitalizations. 
Hays County will further 
notify residents if the 
Texas Department of State 
Health Services issues 
a determination letter 
stating the region has 
become an area of high 
hospitalizations. 

How does this impact 
local businesses?

Bars - Bars that are not 
operating as a restaurant 
under Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission 
(TABC) rules must close. 
However, those businesses 
may continue to offer drive-
thru, pickup, or delivery 
options for food and drinks 
to the extent authorized by 
TABC.

Other businesses - Any 
business establishment 
that otherwise would have 
a 75% occupancy limit 
must operate at up to only 
50%. This applies to retail 

Sunday’s winter storm 
is something the Texas 
hill country hasn’t seen 
since Christmas of 2004, 
according to the National 
Weather Service. Dripping 
Springs residents waited in 
anticipation for the snow 
to start falling, as weather 
reports predicted between 
one to two inches. 

The rain began to fall 
early Sunday morning and 
turned to sleet a couple of 
hours later. The sleet turned 
to snowflakes around 11:00 
a.m., and it really started to 
come down. Residents say 
they were in disbelief of the 
picturesque views outside 
their windows.

No doubt, this snow day 
will be remembered by 
many for years to come. 
The Dripping Springs 
Century News Facebook 
Page received hundreds of 

It is no secret to those who 
live here, that Dripping 
Springs is a true gem. Now 
others are starting to take 
notice as well. Travel + 
Leisure Magazine has listed 
this piece of the Texas Hill 
Country as one of the 50 
best places to visit this year.

Along with our neighbors 
in Driftwood and 
Wimberley, this side of 
Austin is getting recognized 
for its “inimitable charm” 

and the limitless possibilities 
of adventure. Dripping 
Springs and the Texas Hill 
Country rank number 
44 on the list. From the 
growing distillery district 
and wineries to the rolling 
hills and scenic rivers and 
creeks, to the boutiques, 
antiques and countless 
wedding venues, those who 
haven’t yet visited have a 
long list of reasons why they 
should.

Mobile healthcare truck in Dripping Springs 

Rising COVID-19 
hospitalizations trigger 
capacity limit rollbacks 
under governor's orders 

Winter storm blankets Dripping 
Springs, Texas Hill Country with snow

Dripping Springs named one of 
the best places to visit in 2021
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Getting your refund starts with 
making your appointment.151 E Mercer St, Suite C

Dripping Springs, TX 78620
512.894.2707

We’re open and ready to help you get the tax refund you deserve.
Drop by the Dripping Springs office today!

see vaccine page 2

Steffany Duke
Editor

Dripping Springs news and 
advertising source, in print, online, we keep you 
informed. We offer advertising plans to fit any 
business, large or small. The Dripping Springs 
Century-News has the answer for your business.

P.O. Box 732
Dripping Springs, TX 78667
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ALL CLASSIFICATIONS: Rates and conditions subject to change on 30 days notice. Advertising set to resemble editorial matter must be marked “Advertisement”. The Dripping Springs 
Century-News reserves the right to edit, alter or omit any advertisement. Advertisements are conditionally accepted by the Dripping Springs Century-News, subject to approval by the 
management. The Dripping Springs Century-News reserves the absolute right, at its sole discretion, to refuse any advertisement submitted for publication. Should an advertisement be 
rejected, any deposit will be promptly refunded. all property rights, including any copyright interest to an advertisement produced for you by The Dripping Springs Century-News using 
artwork and/or typography furnished or arranged by us, shall be the property of The Dripping Springs Century-News. No such ad or any part thereof may be reproduced without proper 
consent of the Dripping Springs Century-News. ERRORS: It is the responsibility of the advertiser to check each insertion of an advertisement. On consecutive run advertisements, no 
adjustment will be bake by the publisher for errors not corrected after the first day. The Publisher reserves the right to revise or reject, at his opinion, any advertisement deemed objec-
tionable by the Publisher in subject matter, phraseology or composition, or to clarify any advertisements. All ads subject to credit approval.
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